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The captain and his crew, altogether ten in
number, were Syrian Arabs of the Greek re-
ligion, and their persons and dresses, as well as
their language, evinced a singular mixture of
the native manners of their country with the
acquired ones of their church. In the manage-
ment of their vessel, they were unskilful, and
of navigation none of them appeared to have
any knowledge. An English compass stood in
a binnacle before the helmsman, but he very
seldom regarded it; and no account was taken
either of the rate or of the courses steered,
beyond a general aim to make as much northing
and easting as possible, and trust to a look-out
for avoiding dangers.
Among them all, the most perfect equality
seemed to exist, and no one appeared to have
any peculiar charge while the vessel was at sea;
as on several occasions the oldest sailor was
employed in cooking, the youngest at the helm,
and the captain holding-on a brace, or hauling
out a bow-line. The same equality entered into
their amusements when card-parties were formed
on the deck, in which every individual of the
crew joined by turns : as they did not play for
money, the losers were condemned to undergo
some ridiculous penance, and, among others, it
fell to the lot of the captain, in the course of
the day, to suffer himself to be plunged over-